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which Major-General Terry had conducted the whole
operation was significant of the efficiency of the offi-
cers and men of the veteran army which was the in-
strument with which Grant won peace at last.

What Appomattox was for the Federal army,
Fort Fisher was for the Federal navy. Profession-
ally the war had meant nearly four years' training
for me as an executive officer. Had I had my choice
of experience, it could not have been better in its
training for command. I knew the business of being
the responsible executive of a large crew on a big
ship, with my work subject to the direction of an
older head.

Soon after Fort Fisher Commodore Thatcher
was relieved from the Colorado and promoted to act-
ing rear-admiral to relieve Farragut in command of
the Gulf Squadron. He wished me to go with him
as his chief of staff, but I was only about to receive
my promotion as lieutenant-commander, and the
Navy Department again found my youth an ob-
stacle. And my youth in the eyes of Captain R. H.
Wyman, who took Thatcher's place, also made me
inacceptable to him as executive. In six months
after I left the Colorado, however, she had lost a
hundred men by desertion. A sort of left-handed
promotion took me to the Kearsarge, the victor over
the Alabama, as executive, and I was on board her on
that happy day for the Union cause when we dressed
ship in honor of the surrender of Lee to Grant.igh in history, both
